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immeasurably their inferiors. Till about 1830 a foreign ambassador
was kept waiting on a bench in the courtyard of the Serai to await
the Grand Vezir's pleasure, and was finally introduced to the Sultan
as 'the naked and hungry barbarian who has ventured to rub his
brow upon the Sublime Porte'. The Grand Vezir informed the
English Ambassador c. 1680: 'You and all other ambassadors are
sent here by your respective princes to answer for the lives and
estates of all Muslims all over the world that are endangered or
suffer by their respective subjects, and you are a hostage here to
answer for all damage done by Englishmen all over the world.' As
late as 1798, when the Ottoman Empire went to war with a
European state its ambassador was flung into the Prison of the
Seven Towers, 'a pile of noisome dungeons'. If this was the pre-
vailing tone of diplomatic courtesies, it is not surprising that
European merchants in the Levant were obliged to wear Oriental
dress to minimize the risk of insult by the populace. The merchants
were beginning to revert to European dress c. 1700 in Istanbul and
Smyrna, and about 1750 in Aleppo; but in the more distant parts
of the Levant, and especially in Egypt, they were still obliged to
wear full Turkish dress till nearly 1800. It is entertaining to specu-
late whether the English merchants in Aleppo continued to wear
the enormous Turkish turbans and voluminous pantaloons for the
games of cricket which they played on the 'Green Platte* outside
the city.